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memorable conversation, Dr. Joseph Warton, in his frank and lively manner1, was very active in pressing him to mention the particulars. ' Come now, Sir, this is an interesting matter; do favour us with it.1 Johnson, with great good humour, complied.
He told them,' I found his Majesty wished I should talk, and I made it my business to talk. I find it docs a man good to be talked to by his Sovereign. In the first place, a man cannot be in a passion—-.' Here some question interrupted him, which is to be regretted, as ho certainly would have pointed out and illustrated many circumstances
1 'Dr.Warton made me a most obsequious bow. ... lie i.s what Dr. Johnson calls a rapturist, and I saw plainly he meant to pour forth much civility into my ears. He i.s a very communicative, gay, and pleasant convcrser, and enlivened the whole day by his readiness upon all subjects.' Mine. D'Arblay's Jh'aty, ii. 236. It i.s very likely that he is'the ingenious writer' mentioned flox/t 1780, in Mr. LangtonV; 'Collection,' of whom Johnson said,' Sir, he is an enthusiast by rule.' Mr. Windham records that Johnson, speaking of Warton's admiration of fine passages, said :—•' 11 is taste is ama/ement' (misprinted iitnitw-ment). Windham's Diary, p. 20. In her Afvnoirs of Dr, Jiuwy tit. 82), Mme. D'Arblay says that Johnson'at times, when in gay spirits, would take off Dr.Warton with the strongest humour; (It'.serihwg, almost convulsively, the ecstasy with which he would sei/r upon the person nearest to him, to hug in his arms, lest his grasp should be eluded, while he displayed some picture' or some prospect.' In that humourous piece, Probationary Odes for t/tt1 Lauretftt'xhi/* tp, xliiij, Dr. Joseph is made to hug* his brother in hi.s arms, when lie sees him descend safely from the balloon in which he had composed tun (V*-, Thomas Warton is described in the same, pirn- tp. iioi as 'a little, thick, squat, red-faced man.1 There was for some time a coolness between Johnson and Dr. Warton. Warton, writing on Jan, a/, i/ftu, says:—'I only dined with Johnson, who seemed cold and iiulillercut, and scarce said anything to me; perhaps lie has heard what I mud of his Shakespeare, or rather was offended at what 1 wrote in him m he pleases.' Wooll'a Warton, p. 312. Wool! nays that u dispute took place between the two men at Reynolds1*} house. 'One of the company overheard the following- conclusion of the dispute. JOHNSON. " Sir, I am not used to be contradicted." WARTON. " Better for yourself and friends, Sir, if you were; our admiration could not be increased, but our love might." ' Ib. p. 98.the Essay on Man.   BOSWELL.    The statements both of the King and
